CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

Reston Griffiths Edited 

Other known title(s): 

Not stated 

OFLC ref: 

0900944.000 

Medium: 

DVD 

Director: 

Reston Griffiths 


et al. 

Country of origin: 

New Zealand 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Secretary for Internal Affairs 

Classification: 

Objectionable. 


Excisions: No excisions recommended 

Descriptive note: None 

Display conditions: None 

Date of entry in Register: 04 September 2009 

Date of direction to No direction to issue a label has been issued 

issue a label: 



Components 

Running time 

Timed component(s): 

Bondi Beach 

3:30 


Reston's Beach House At Bethell's Beach 

1:16 


Chapter 3 

0:08 


Chapter 4 

1:16 


Chapter 5 

0:17 


Chapter 6 

1:34 


Chapter 7 

5:22 


Chapter 8 

1:32 


Reston Narration - Christmas (lost pills) 

4:24 


Chapter 10 

1:51 


Chapter 11 

0:43 


Revise With Patrick 

2:01 




Total running time: 


23:54 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

The publication is classified as objectionable because it exploits the nudity of a young person. 

The publication is a DVD which contains a compilation of amateur video footage filmed by, 
featuring, or otherwise concerning Reston Griffiths. The footage is generally disjointed and 
chaotic with little in the way of context supplied for many scenes. There is a significant amount 
of talking-heads style interview footage about Mr Griffiths. Much of the filming is surreptitious 
and the publication has a persistently pmrient tone. The publication chronicles the life of Mr 
Griffiths who presents as mentally unstable. 

One sequence depicts a partially naked young person. While the posing and direction given to the 
girl by the filmmaker are not overtly sexual, the sequence still depicts nudity which can 
reasonably be regarded as sexual in nature and could plausibly be used for the purpose of sexual 
arousal by a person with a prurient interest in young persons. While there is ambiguity as to how 
the nudity could or should be interpreted, it suggests a titillatory or salacious intent. This 
becomes especially clear when the sequence is viewed in the context of the publication's 
persistently pmrient dominant effect. The sequence lends acceptability to the close inspection of 
the naked bodies of young girls for salacious purposes. In this regard the images can fairly be said 
to exploit the nudity of a young person. 

Having considered the Bill of Rights throughout the Office's application of the statutory criteria 
to this publication, and having identified the injuries to the public good that the availability of this 
publication is likely to create, it is apparent that injury to the public good is likely to result from 
the publication being made available to anyone, regardless of age. Although a classification of 
"objectionable" violates freedom of expression, it is the only classification that sufficiently 
reduces the risk presented by the availability of the publication. 




